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City disputes_- repo

By Joanna Corman
News-Sentinel staff writer

Lodi water official says city

An environmental group says Lodi’s

water could cause cancer in children,
City officials say not so.
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Helmuth Hoff, a retired Lodi
physician who studied the effects of
DBCP for five years, said the state
and federal levels are a “sham.”

Sure, cancer has been linked to
DBCP exposure in rats, he said, but
the levels of DBCP given to rats
were much higher than exposures
humans ever receive, .

“The thing that bothers me is
the amount of money that is wasted
in legal fees could be used so much
better to protect the health of chil-
dren,” Hoff said. “There’s nothing
that would ever convince me that
DBCP at the levels in our water
would ever hurt anyone.”

The city treats its most contami-
nated well water. The rest has
DBCP levels that are undetectable
or in amounts below state and fed-
eral levels.

With proceeds won in a settle-
ment with DBCP’s manufacturers,
the city has outfitted four wells
with charcoal filters.

The four had DBCP levels ex-
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per billion, one fifth of a drop in an
Olympic-sized swimming pool,
Beelersaid. . <

There are no detectable levels of
DBCP coming out of the four wells,
but some does get through when
the carbon breaks down, Beeler

said. .
In addition, two wells were ghut

‘down seven years ago and are ex-

pected to reopen next spring with
filters.
. Ten other city wells, without fil-
ters, have no detectable levels of
DBCP, Beeler said. And eight wells
have a detectable amount, but be-
low state levels. ‘
The city’s wells are tested every
one to three months, Beeler said.
Woodbridge has a similar situa-
tion to Lodi, having two wells out of |
sayyice, due in part to DBCP con-
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example“that the human body re-
pairs itself, or that one in four peo-
ple in their lifetime gets cancer.

“It’s all working off a theoretical
cancer risk and it’s assuming worst
case scenarios,” Beeler said. “It is
basically a publicity tactic that’s
trying to sensationalize what it’s
trying to promote.”

If the state revises DBCP stan-
dards in January and cuts them in
half, what the Environmental
Working Group recommends, four
Lo_((ili wells could be affected, Beeler
said,
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.00008 milligrams per liter. The
maximjum contaminant leve] is
.0002 mg/l.

" “So you can see we're well below
that,” said William Arborgast, utili-
ties maintenance superintendent of
San Joaquin County.
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much too stringent,

To spend millions of dollars treating water
for DBCP contamination is an irresponsible
use of the city’s limited resources
gallt;i'ls wl]infn there are many known

ea e car accidents and -
said Frank Beeler, g o roads
water/wastewater superintendent,
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